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About the piece:

1. Bandsareto perform thisrequired examination piecefirst, then play asingle selection of the band
director’schoice.

2. All wind parts are written in unison octaves except for measures 23 - 27, which are soli long
tones played in groupings as shown below. Sustain each measure for more than 4 beats to demon-
strate proper tone production.

Measure 23 - Flute, Oboe, Bassoon

Measure 24 - Clarinet

Measure 25 - All Saxophones, Bass Clarinet

Measure 26 - Trumpet

Measure 27 - Horn, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba

3. The percussion lines are written to be alittle more challenging than the wind parts. The most
important percussion parts (in descending order) are: Snare Drum, Mallets, Bass Drum, Aux.
Percussion (suspended cymbal, crash cymbal), Timpani, and Aux. Percussion (Triangle). If you
have more than six players, doublé/triple the mallet parts (any octave) or double the snare drum
part. If you do not have six percussionists, improvise with anything you choose to “fill in” the
short solo measures (m. 21, 47, 49, 51, 53, and 71).

4. Thetimpani part isto be played on 2 drums, regardless of the availability of athird drum. The
pitch changein measure 56 (from B-flat up to E-flat) isoptional and may be omitted if the band
director feelsthe challengeistoo great for the student. If thisisthe case, the last note of the piece
(m. 81) isnot to be played (i.e., do not use athird drum in order to play the last pitch).

5. Several dynamic changes have been placed throughout the piece. (Weall know how judgeslove
to harp on dynamic contrast!)

6. There are three tempo changesin the piece: Andante (m.1-22), Moderato (m. 28-55), and
Allegro (m56-end). At measure 64, the meter changes to 2/4 while the tempo remains the same.
This ending section should be played in a marcato style with lifted and short articulations

7. Remind studentsthat they are being eval uated the entire time they are within view/hearing of the
judges! Thisincludesthe movement onto and off the stage, behavior and attention while on the
stage, and (most importantly) the demonstrated grasp of proper playing fundamental s (posture, hand
position, tone production, articulation accuracy, rhythmic control, etc.).
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